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Prayer Books by Rev. F. X. Lasance. 


The different prayer books edited by Rev. F. X. Lasance 
are too well known to nced special recommendation. 


YOUNG MAN’S GUIDE. Counsels, reflections and prayers for 
Catholic young men. Size 44% x3% in. 782 pages. Imitation 
leather, gold edges, $1.00. American seal, gold edges, $1.35 


CATHOLIC GIRL’S GUIDE. Counsels and devotions for girls 
in the ordinary walks of life, and in particular for the Children of 
Mary. Size 5% x 3% in. 680 pages. American seal, gold edges, 
$1.75. Morocco, $1.90 


MANUAL OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST. Conferences on the 
‘Blessed Sacrament and Eucharistic devotions. Size 5% x 3% in. 
634 pages. $0.85 


THE NEW MISSAL. In English. For every day in the year. 
According to the latest decrees. Size 54 x 3% in. 1243 pages. Not 
bulky. Imitation leather, red edges, $1.50. Imitation leather, gold 
edges, $1.75. American seal, gold edges, $2.25 


THE SUNDAY MISSAL. For all Sundays and Feast days of the 
year. Size 5 yA x 338 in. Imitation leather, red edges, $0.75; better 
bindings, $1.00 and $1.25 


MY PRAYER BOOK. Happiness in goodness. Reflections, coun- 
sels, prayers and devotions. The most popular prayer book in 
English. Size 558 x 4 in. 702 pages. American seal, limp, round 
corners, gold edges, $1.75 


WITH GOD. A rich treasury of prayers, reflections and devotions 
for Catholics in all walks of life. Size 558 x 334 in. g11 pages. 
American seal, round corners, gold edges, $2.00 


VISITS TO JESUS IN THE TABERNACLE. Hours and half 
hours of adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. With a novena to 
the Holy Ghost and devotions for Mass, Holy Communion, etc. 
636 pages. Size 6%x4% in. Imitation leather, red edges, $1.25. 
American seal, limp, gold edges, $1.75 


PoStage extra on above books. 
OD@VOD ODODO 


FATHER PAUL OF MOLL. A book which will be read 
with wonder and edification. Bound in blue cloth with gold stamp- 
ing. Five fine photo-tone illustrations with portrait of the servant of 
God as frontispiece. Price $1.50 


INSPIRING WORDS OF THE BL. CURE OF ARS. The 
reading of this book will prove of great benefit to all. 
Price 30 cents. In German 35 cents. 


CONSOLING REVELATIONS. A neat little volume bound 
in blue silk cloth containing much that is consoling and uplifting to 
the tempest-tossed soul. Price 40 cents; the same in German 40 cents. 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” Clyde, Mo. 
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A periodical devoted to the honor of the Mos Blessed Sacrament and the consolaticn 
of the Poor Souls. Issued eight times a year. Price 50 cts; Canada 60 cts. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 
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Invitation to Visit the Blessed Sacrament. 





NM FTER the sacrifice of Mass and the reception of 
Holy Communion, visiting the Blessed Sacrament 
is a practice which becomes a source of richest 
graces for souls. The memorable words of the 
Pope of the Eucharist, Pius X, show us clearly 
how he regarded these visits. “The daily adoration or visit to 
the Blessed Sacrament,” he says, “is the work which is the 
fountain-head of all devotional works.” In these daily visits, 
therefore, Pius X, recognized the root of all Eucharistic devotions. 

By daily visiting the Blessed Sacrament, we follow,the foot- 
Steps of the first Christians. In the catacombs we often find 
representations of the shepherds and the Magi kneeling before 
the Infant Jesus. Animated by the living faith that Jesus is present 
in the Eucharist, with divinity and humanity, with body and soul, 
with flesh and blood, these early Christians said with the shep- 
herds: Let us go to Bethlehem; and with the Magi, “falling down 
they adored him” (Matt. ii. 11). In the first ages of the Church, as 
Justin, Tertullian and others relate, the faithful were permitted 
to take the Sacred Host with them to their homes, that when 
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captured for martyrdom, they might yet communicate. Even 
on their journeys, these faithful Christians did not wish to be 
separated from their Lord, and for this reason, they carried the 
Holy Eucharist with them, that, although far from a priest or 
church, they could still venerate the Blessed Sacrament. 

Interesting things could be mentioned of the hermits who 
took the Holy Eucharist with them into the desert. And nowadays, 
so many Christians who live near the’ church do. not find a 
moment’s time to pay a visit to their Lord! But they have plenty 
of leisure for worldy visits, for useless conversations or harmful 
reading#. To them apply the;words which St. John Chrysostom 
addressed to his people: “What excuse shall we have, or how 
shall we obtain pardon, if we consider it too much to go to Jesus 
who descended from heaven for our sake? Those strange, pagan 
kings hastened hither from Persia to see him who lay in the 
manger; and thou, O Christian, canst not spare a few moments to 
enjoy this heavenly spectacle?” How we shall regret our negligence 
at the hour of death! How we shall wish that we had oftener 
visited our Judge who dwells in the Blessed Sacrament! 


The Example of Saints Should Incite Us to Visit 
the Blessed Sacrament Often. 


Pilgrims often make long and perilous journeys to visit the 
holy house of Loretto where our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt for a 
time, or to venerate the sacred places of the holy Land where he 
was born, where he suffered and died. But Father John Avila 
says, that among all sacred places, he knows of none more 
devotional or worthy of love, than a church in which the Blessed 
Sacrament is preserved. It is not the place where Christ once 
lived and suffered, but where he is truly living and dwelling now. 
For this reason the saints found no greater delight in this world, 
than to be in presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Biographers 
cite numberless examples. 

St. Francis Xavier, after employing the entire day in laboring 
for the salvation of souls, would often spend the night in prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. | If he were overcome by sleep, he 
would cast himself on the altar-steps for a short rest, then resume 
his converse with our divine Lord. The same is related of St. 
Francis Regis. After a day of wearisome labor, he allowed 
himself a little rest before the tabernacle, and if he found the 
church already locked, he would kneel before the door. St. 
Dominic went to the church a number of times every day. The 
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devout Father Sanchez was accustomed to visit his Lord five 
times a day; St. Francis Borgia, seven times; St. Mary Magdalene 
de Pazzi, thirty times; St. Ignatius and St. Stanislaus Kostka spent 
all their free time before the tabernacle. On his visits to the 
poor and suffering, St. Vincent de Paul entered every church 
along his way. If the church happened to be locked, he would 
perform his devotions outside at the door. Whenever they 
reached a city, St. Leonard of Port Maurice and St. Benedict 
Labre, would direct their first steps to a church where the Blessed 
Sacrament was kept. 

‘Before his ordination, Don Bosco, who has been called the 
Vincent de Paul of the nineteenth century, made the resolution 
to visit his Lord often. For the youths under his charge, he was 
an apostle of these daily visits. There was no constraint, no 
compulsion resorted to, and yet the boys took great delight in 
visiting their Eucharistic God. 

In our own days there are many saintly persons living, who 
find their heaven on earth before the Blessed Sacrament. At 
the foot of the altar they enjoy true happiness, a foretaste of 
heavenly bliss. A missionary writes: “Seldom, very seldom, will 
you find our Lord alone and deserted in our mission chapel. 
There is always a number of devout negroes kneeling on the 
coarse grass mats. They speak to their King, and it is nothing 
unusual if their conversation lasts more than an hour.” Does 
not such an example give us cause to deplore our own lack of 
fervor? It is but another proof of the fact that the science of 
the saints is not the special privilege of the cultured and learned; 
on the contrary, God reveals his secrets to the little ones and the 


lowly. 
St. Alphonsus M: Liguori and Daily Visits, 


The renowned doctor of the Church, St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
loved the devotion of daily visits to the Blessed Sacrament most 
ardently. He zealously practiced this devotion, and strove to 
spread it by word and example. With the glowing love of a 
saint, he recommends this devout practice, referring to the exam- 
ples of God’s chosen ones who received grace upon grace before 
the most Blessed Sacrament. “Disengage yourself from inter- 
course with men,” he says, “and henceforth spend daily at least a 
half, or a quarter of an hour in some church in presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Taste and see how sweet is the Lord. Try 
it,and you will learn from your own experience what-a great gain 
this will bring you. The time you pass devoutly before our 
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Eucharistic Lord, will prove the most meritorious for you in this 
life, the greatest consolation for you at the hour of death, and 
for all eternity. Know, also, that you will probably gain more by 
praying fifteen minutes before the Blessed Sacrament, than by 
all the other spiritual exercises of the day. True, our Lord hears 
our prayers anywhere, for he,made the promise, ‘Ask, and you 
shall receive,’ but he has revealed to his servants, that those who 
visit him in the Blessed Sacrament, will obtain a more abundant 
measure of grace.” 

Blessed Henry Suso says that Jesus will grant the petitions 
of the faithful there, sooner than in any other place. The saints 
realized this, and in all their trials and sufferings, they hastened 
to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Through their supplications 
before the ‘tabernacle, they obtained the conversion of sinners. 
For hours at a time, the B]. Curé of Ars knelt before the tabernacle 
and’ prayed. for his parish; and what a result! 

Where else than at the foot of the altar, did holy souls form 
their magnanimous resolutions? St. Alphonsus declares that he 
owes it to his devotions before the Blessed Sacrament, that he 
resolved to consecrate his life to God at the age of twenty-five. 
The renowned Bishop Ketteler, could often be seen kneeling 
before the Blessed Sacrament with several other students till late 
at night. And how did our Lord reward his loving devotions! Go 
you, likewise, and kneel there and you, too, will receive from our 
Lord treasures of graces. These words of encouragement are 
meant especially for those who do not live too great a distance 
from the church. 

By instituting the most Blessed Sacrament, our divine Savior 
gave to mankind a proof of his infinite love. The altar is his 
throne of love and mercy, where he dwells among us to distribute 
his graces and to reveal to us the magnitude of his love. We 
should gratefully remember this love every moment of our lives. 
But alas! what ignominy and outrages must our divine Lord 
endure in this Holy Sacrament, and from those, for love of whom 
he abides in our midst. What deep wounds are inflicted on the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist by the majority of 
Christians! Here especially, must our Lord continually experience 
the basest ingratitude, so-that he once bitterly complained of 
man’s indifference to Blessed’ Margaret Mary Alacoque.’ 

One day as she was kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament, 
our divine Savior showed her his Sacred Heart from which burst 
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forth flames of fire, encircled by a crown of thorns and surmounted 
by a cross. He said: “Behold this Heart which has loved men 
so much that it has spared nothing, even to exhausting and 
consuming itself, in order to testify to them its love; and in return 
I receive from the greater part of mankind, only ingratitude, 
irreverences, sacrilege and coldness which they show me in this 
Sacrament of love. And what grieves me most is the coldness 
and indifference shown me especially by those consecrated to my 
service.” In atonement for these injuries, our Lord desires us to 
make reparation by receiving Holy Communion on the first Friday 
of the month, and he promises great graces to all those who 
make this atonement to him, and console his divine Heart in the 
Adorable Sacrament. 

Since it is the delight of our Lord to dwell among the 
children of men, we may form an idea of how pleasing to the 
Heart of Jesus are those devout souls who visit him frequently, 
and share his society in the churches where he dwells beneath 
the sacramental veils. A visit to the Blessed Sacrament is also a 
sublime act of reparation. For this reason, our Lord told St. Mary 
Magdalene de Pazzi to visit him in the tabernacle thirty-three 
times a day. St. Alphonsus says: “Rest assured that a soul who 
spends some time in fervent recollection before the Blessed 
Sacrament, receives greater consolations from Jesus than the 
world with all its joys and pleasures is capable of giving. Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament is the fountain-head of all good.” Our 
Lord calls out to souls: “He who thirsts, let him come to me!” 

A servant of God who spent hours before the most Blessed 
Sacrament was once asked what she did there for that length 
of time. “I could remain there forever!” she replied. “For God 
who constitutes the delight and bliss of the blessed in heaven is 
there truly present. I love, I praise, | thank him and ask for 


graces.” 
0B0DWSDSOD@O 


How Should We Assist at Holy Mass? 





St. Francis de Sales gives the following reply: 

1. At the Confiteor, which the priest himself says at the 
beginning of Mass, we should make acts of perfect love and 
contrition. , 

2. The Gloria, we should say with holy joy and devotion, 
in grateful remembrance of our Lord’s birth. 
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3. At the Gospel, we stand, to signify that we are willing 
to walk the way of the commandments and the Gospel. 

4. At the Creed, we should firmly resolve to live and die 
in the true faith. 

5. At the Offertory, let us offer ourselves to the heavenly 
Father with the firm resolution to accomplish the will of God in 
all things. 

6. At the Preface, beginning with the Orate fratres, we 
should unite ourselves with all the angels and saints in giving 
praise and thanks to the most Holy Trinity, and with fervent 
devotion, pronounce the sanétus thrice. 

7. At the Consecration, we should adore the Blessed Sac- 
rament, and offer it with the priest to the eternal Father, for our 
sins and the sins of the whole world. Afterwards let us thank 
our dear Savior for his passion and death. 

8. At the Pater noSter, we should pray the Our Father with 
the priest, with all possible devotion. 

9. Atthe Agnus Dei, we should ask pardon for all our sins 
and prepare for Holy Communion, which, if we cannot receive 
sacramentally, we should receive spiritually with the priest, and 
with him, in spirit, drink the precious blood. 

10. At the last blessing, let us represent to ourselves Christ 
giving us his divine blessing. 

A person, who daily assists at holy Mass with these senti- 
ments, and besides has the happiness to receive Holy Communion 
during Mass, can truly say that he is transferred for one-half, or 
three quarters of an hour into the very abode of paradise. 

Read these points over from time to time, dear friend, that 
you may remember them when assisting at Mass. 


eSOoogoeete 


Sayings of the Blessed Cure of Ars. 


“The pure soul, which is now hidden from the eyes of the 
world, shall one day shine before the angels in the sunlight of 
eternity.” 

“Let us labor on. A day is coming in which we shall find 
that we have not done a whit too much to gain heaven.” 


“We should never repulse the poor. If we cannot give them 
anything, we should pray to God to inspire others to do so.” 
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Enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
in Families. 





HE wonderful spread of the work of enthronement 
in the families of so many Catholic countries, i is a 


dence precisely for our time. According to the 

Bal eter) desire of the supreme Pontiff, the veneration of the 
Sacred Heart should not be limited to the house of God, but 
should be carried into every family circle, in order that the home 
life may be effectively renewed in the true Catholic sense. This 
devotion should be a powerful aid in the restoration of Christ’s 
kingdom on earth. 

The family hereby acknowledges the dominion of Jesus Christ 
over itself. By the enthronement of the Sacred Heart it acknowl- 
edges that Christ is God who created the family; it joyfully 
accepts each child from the hands of the Creator and brings it up 
for heaven where Jesus reigns eternally. By the act of enthrone- 
ment, the family confesses that Christ is the Savior of the whole 
family, that with his precious blood he redeemed it, and is 
therefore the Lord and King. It acknowledges Jesus as the Father 
of the family, from whom proceeds all paternity, and whose 
representatives are the parents whom the children must love, 
reverence and obey. 

In whatever family Christ reigns, there faith in him is confessed 
without fear of human respect; no irreligious newspapers will be 
found in such a home; the Pope and the Church will be loved 
and venerated; the commandments of God and the Church will be 
observed; the sacraments will be frequented and home devotion 
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practiced. Charity, happiness and peace will exist in the family, 
the home and the undertakings will be blessed. In a word, 
salvation has come to such a family because the Lord has entered 
there, has accepted hospitality. What a privilege to have such a 
true and loving friend, such a generous benefactor and protector! 
How peacefully one can die in sight of the image of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus! That open Heart has been his dwelling place in 
life, now at the hour of death, it is the gate of heaven. Happy 
the person who dies thus safely sheltered in the Divine Heart, 
after having lived in union with Jesus. 


Remedy for the Present Time. 


The evil of the present time lies, principally, in the family, 
the cell of human society. If there is to be any hope for better- 
ment, the families, one by one, must be restored to Jesus Christ, 
must be renewed by his divine spirit. A means for this end 
given by God himself, is the enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
in families. This should be not merely an exterior ceremony, it 
should take hold interiorly and renew the entire family. 

On the day of enthronement, all the members of the family 
should receive Holy Communion. Christ first enters their heart; 
then, at a suitable time of the day, the solemn consecration to 
the Sacred Heart of all the members is made in common. As 
an exterior sign and lasting remembrance of this act, a picture 
of the Sacred Heart should be enthroned in a prominent place. 
If the family honor it fittingly, they will certainly experience the 
fulfillment of that promise of our divine Lord: “I will bless every 
place where there is a picture of my Heart exposed and vener- 
ated.” Christ said to his apostles, “When you come into the 
house, salute it, saying: Peace be to this house” (Matt. x. 12); 
thus by the enthronement of the Sacred Heart, God’s peace and 
blessing will enter into the home. 

As the enthronement is made in the name of the holy 
Father, a religious spirit will penetrate into the family. Its 
members will openly profess the holy Catholic faith, will love 
the Pope and the Church, and will be a shining example to 
other families. By this enthronement, the love for our Eucharistic 
Lord becomes more true and ardent, and with this love is connected 
a filial devotion to Mary, who will prove herself the loving, 
compassionate Mother of the family. This practice will then 
become an Eucharistic, Marian and Papal devotion. 

We see what numberless graces will descend upon the family 
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through this enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. It is 
a true remedy for the evils of the present time, a resurrection to 
a new life, a homage which a family renders to its Creator, 
Redeemer and immortal King. It is a devotion which gives joy 
to heaven and salvation to the Catholic home. 


OD OW IONDWODWO 


Rev. Father Mateo, the Author and Propagator of the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Beart of Jesus in Families. 





Qeatd \ (77) EV. Father Mateo was born in Peru, South America, 
ag and for years carried on the apostolic work of a 
missionary in Chili. From that distant land, divine 
providence has summoned him to Europe to an- 
nounce to the Christian families the kingdom of the 
et eee oe of Jesus. He is received among the warring nations 
as an impartial apostle, who, like another St. Paul, preaches only 
one thing: The infinite love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for 
mankind. The vocation of this saintly priest is unquestionably 
from God and has been formally acknowledged by his Vicar on 
earth. Both Pius X. and Benedict XV. have approved of his 
mission of love. Father Mateo received his call at Paray-le-Monial, 
the very place where Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque was 
favored by so many apparitions from the Sacred Heart. 

In 1908, the young missionary was attacked by a severe 
illness and was given up by the physicians. He longed to go to 
the sanctuary of the Sacred Heart at Paray-le-Monial, and ac- 
cordingly made the wearisome journey from Chili to France. 
Having arrived at the place of pilgrimage, he was instantly cured 
on entering the church. An interior voice signified to him that 
henceforth he should devote his life exclusively to the work of 
enthronement of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in families. Father 
Mateo went directly to Rome to have his mission sanctioned by 
Pius X. In answer to his appeal, the holy Father responded, “Not 
only do I permit and sanction it, but | command you to devote 
yourself to this work. You understand, the Pope commands. 
Make this work your life’s vocation.” 

Returning to South America, the zealous priest began his 
apostolate with wonderful success. The greatest enemies of the 
Church, leaders of freemasons, were converted in great numbers. 
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The bishops of South America wrote to Pope Pius X. praising 
this work, and the holy Father granted indulgences for the en- 
thronement of the Sacred Heart in families. 

To Father Mateo was given the mission to announce the 
mercies of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to the whole world. For 
this purpose, he traveled through North America and Canada. 
Next he set foot on the soil of Spain, and the Spanish “Messenger 
of the Sacred Heart” gave a glowing account of his marvelous 
achievements. His remarkable influence extended even to the 
palace of the king. 

Then he went to France. At first he was given to understand 
to come after the war. In reply to the bishop who urged this 
excuse, Father Mateo asked, “Did Noe build the ark after the 
deluge?” We can readily understand this apostolic language to a 
country where the families stand sorely in need of the restoration 
of Christ’s kingdom. After traveling through many dioceses of 
France, Father Mateo went to Holland. There he was told that, 
compared to the people of southern climates, the enthusiasm of 
the Dutch is less easily aroused. He replied that all nations 
are embraced by the love of the Sacred Heart. His apostolate 
was crowned with even greater success than in southern lands. 
Although he was not versed in the Dutch language, yet immense 
throngs came to hear his conferences. In Rotterdam, where it 
was said that very little could be accomplished, it was necessary 
to rent the largest hall in the city to accommodate the masses, 
and among the vast crowds of enthusiastic hearers, were even 
Protestants who recognized in this apostolate the true charity of 
Christ. 

After Holland, Italy was the next scene of Father Mateo’s 
labors. Pope Benedict XV. at once received him in an audience 
and requested him to preach the sermons in the retreats for the 
clergy of Rome, and to exercise his apostolate throughout Italy. 
He did so with the usual success. Upon his return to Rome, 
the holy Father asked him how he succeeded in attracting and 
winning the people as he did. The saintly priest replied that he 
made use of no natural means, but merely let the Heart of Jesus, 
whose worthless instrument he was, speak to his hearers. And 
the faithful understand this language, they feel that the divine 
Heart of Jesus truly loves them, loves them with an infinite love. 
Benedict XV. declared this work “most timely,” “providential,” 
“his own work,” and again sent forth his apostle to announce 
the gospel of the Sacred Heart of Jesus to other countries. 
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Toward the end of August 1915, Father Mateo traveled to Swit- 
zerland, then to Austria and Germany. The announcement of 
his conferences was at first received somewhat timidly by the 
Catholic press, and published in small type. But his words drew 
souls by an irresistible attraction, and immediately the faithful 
flocked together in crowds to hear him. All who listened to his 
discourses felt themselves animated by a new spirit which enkin- 
dled their hearts with love for Jesus. In a few days he had won 
their hearts for our Lord, and performed the solemn ceremony 
of the enthronement in many families. 


“They Fear Him, but Do Not Love Him.” 


There is nothing sentimental or exaggerated in Father Mateo’s 
manner of preaching. He proclaims the mysteries of the Sacred 
Heart in simple, unstudied language, but his words produce a lasting 
impression. His power of persuasion is in the strength and love 
of the Holy Spirit. The force of his sermons consists in his living 
faith that Jesus Christ loves mankind. “Alas!” he exclaims again 
and again, “our Lord Jesus is not known! The burning love 
with which he desires to inflame all hearts is not known! 
Mankind is too cold toward him; they fear him but do not love 
him!” : 

The faith of this fervent missionary in the love of Jesus, 
impels him to preach on confidence in the fulfillment of the 
promises of the divine Heart. This is often wanting, even among 
pious souls, he declares. They do not sufficiently believe the 
words of our dear Lord who made such magnificent promises 
in favor of those who venerate his Sacred Heart and promote 
its veneration. “Confidence obtains everything; we would behold 
miracles of grace, if we had more confidence,” says this zealous, 
God-sent missionary. 

The Heart of Jesus yearns to be loved; it begs, it pleads for 
our affection. It desires to conquer the indifference and tepidity 
of the world, and to reign over it by love. Despite Satan and 
his accomplices, Jesus desires to reign in the hearts of the 
children of men. All who are well disposed, must aid in this 
great work. 

A practical way to spread the empire of the love of Jesus 
in the world is to induce individual families to consecrate them- 
selves to the Heart of Jesus. This enthronement of the divine 
Heart in the family must be a solemnity, a family festival. The 
father or mother may perform the act of consecration with the 
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children. For this purpose procure a beautiful picture of the 
Sacred Heart; one that will inspire devotion. Place a few lighted 
candles before it, and some bouquets of flowers. The consecra- 
tion prayers should be recited kneeling. This should be a day 
of joy for the entire family, a day which your children will 
remember for many years to come. The anniversary of the 
event should be celebrated each year. At the conclusion of the 
act of enthronement, ask our Lord to accept hospitality in your 
family as once he did in Bethania in the home of Lazarus, Martha 
and Mary. 


In order that the devotion of the enthronement of the 
Sacred Heart may be fostered among our readers, and to 
make its practice easy, we have published a booklet 
entitled, ‘All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus!’’ This pamphlet 
contains inspiring articles on the veneration of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, beautiful prayers and a number of acts 
of consecration for individuals as well as for families. Per 
copy 5 cents; 10O copies $4.00. 


ODS ODWODODO 


Encouraging Words from Our Readers! 
KANSAS CITY. —I cannot tell you how I love this dear little book, 


‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ I am very fond of reading it and as soon as it 
comes I put all else aside to read it. It has been a source of great comfort to me 
in the pa&t year, for since I lost my only boy, life has been very desolate and | 
find great comfort in reading your booklet. 


PEORIA. — We received ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’’ All its 
contents are beautiful. It should raise the hardest sinner’s heart from 
earth to heaven. I am sure it does change many a poor sinner’s heart 
and lead from the ways of the world to the ways of heaven. 


PITTSBURGH. — Enclosed please find a small check towards your good 
work of publishing the booklet, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” which inspires 
so many to receive Holy Communion often. I for myself do certainly love to 
read the book. This past year I have received Holy Communion every Sunday, 
except when sick, so do please continue with God’s blessing this good work, 
the reward for it will be here and in heaven. 


Montana. —I have enjoyed every issue of your magazine I received. 
Believe me, it is grand, one gets so much joy and consolation out of 
them. I cculdn’t do without this booklet, the children just love it. 


PENNSYLVANIA. — I will not close my letter without saying a word 
in commendation of “Tabernacle and Purgaiory.” My family and | think 
it is the most interesting and instructive periodical of its kind. It treats 
of the most excellent and at the same time most important articles of our 
faith, in language that is clear to all, even children. May the editors enjoy 
continued prosperity and sufficient aid so as to make their meritorious 
work more widely known. 








Conquering Power of the Rosary Devotion. 








Ke ee 4) T. Dominic, whose soul was inflamed with the burn- 
ej Wey ing love of the Sacred Heart for the salvation of 
441 men, desired at cost of any sacrifice, to convert 
( CS Dis poor sinners, especially heretics. He preached 
WAE- and did penance until he was exhausted, but all 
— in vain. Worn out by his labors, he withdrew to the 
desert, prayed and fasted, and unceasingly invoked the Blessed 
Virgin. Finally when he was overcome by weakness, even unto 
death, in consequence of his austerities, the Mother of God 
appeared to him and taught him the rosary devotion as the 
remedy for the salvation of souls and of whole nations. 

Charged with this heavenly mission, St. Dominic gathered 
his remaining strength, went forth from his solitude like another 
John the Baptist, and preached the rosary devotion for the 
conversion of sinners and heretics. Behold, wonderful and 
numerous conversions were the result! While the holy missionary 
announced the exterior graces of the mysteries of the rosary, 
the hearts of his hearers were touched by interior grace. Errors 
were conquered, the kingdom of Jesus Christ was restored by 
the rosary sermon and the rosary prayer. 

A century later, when the first ardor of this devotion had 
slackened, the Mother of God raised up Blessed Alanus, who, in 
the spirit of his holy predecessor, again announced and spread 
the rosary devotion. His efforts were crowned with the same 
success as those of St. Dominic. 

Later, when the Turks menaced all Christian countries of the 
West, the holy Pope Pius V. exhorted all the Christians to pray 
the rosary. Lo! the power of the Turks was broken and Chris- 
tianity triumphed. 

In the course of centuries, whenever the Church was in 
great distress, similar occurrences took place. For this reason 
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the devotion of the rosary was ever more encouraged, other 
feasts of Mary commemorating Christian victories were introduced 
into the Church, and the festivals solemnly celebrated. 

At last, hell was preparing and mustering its entire force to 
make a universal assault against the Catholic Church and the 
Vicar of Christ, the Pope. It exerted all its energies to deal the 
decisive blow to the papacy. But again the Spirit of God that 
guides the Church was visibly manifested, for Leo XIII. forestalling 
the coming attack, appealed to the faithful to pray the rosary. 
He appealed in terms and in ways as never a Pontiff did before; 
he dedicated an entire month to this prayer which he desired to 
be performed before the Blessed Sacrament exposed. Fifteen 
successive years he issued encyclicals for every approaching 
month of October, most earnestly entreating the whole Catholic 
world to pray the rosary devoutly, and requesting that in every 
cathedral of the world, the rosary should be prayed in common, 
daily throughout the year. He desired that in parish churches, 
the rosary be prayed every Sunday in common by the congre- 
gation, and that during the month of October this devotion 
should be kept zealously and solemnly before the most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, in all churches and chapels throughout the 
world. 

This clearly indicates that the Church is facing a crisis at 
once momentous and portentious, a time in which there will be 
a Struggle for life or death; a struggle between Christ and his 
Church on the one side, and Belial and hell on the other; a 
Struggle between the children of the kingdom of God and the 
antichurch with its empire of sin. 

It is deplorable that the faithful have too little understood 
the voice of Leo XIIl., of Pius X. and Benedict XV. Prayer has 
not been practiced sufficiently, nor with due zeal and fervor... 
But now is the urgent time to make up for past negligence, and 
zealously to announce and spread the rosary devotion. Let us 
seize the sword of the rosary. Every Hail Mary, every bead is 
a terrifying blow to hell and its demons. Pius X. was a saint 
and a prophet; it is consoling to recall that he foretold that the 
Church would yet emerge victorious from this terrible battle. 

In Russia, the liberty of the Church has already been pro- 
claimed. The German government has permitted the Jesuits to 
return and equal rights of Catholics have been fully recognized. 
A new Christian spirit is quickening the Catholic element in 
Austria. The time will come when the Catholic life will again 
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flourish in Italy and France also. For our own country, prayer 
and piety alone will check Catholics from unrestrained indulgence 
in worldly pleasures and amusements. 

One thing, let us never forget: we mu&t pray. The revival 
of spirit must be obtained by supplication. The face of the earth 
must be renewed by heaven. Mary, the Queen of the most holy 
rosary, the Queen of the universe, will crush the head of the 
serpent, the infernal dragon. Therefore, especially during the 
month of October, let us arm ourselves with the rosary, this 
weapon given us by heaven. Not a single Catholic home or 
Catholic family ought to neglect the recitation of the rosary. 
Then will the conquering power of the wonderful rosary devotion 
become manifest, to the glorious triumph of the Church and the 
confusion of her enemies. 

0@O2DWSHDWODVO 


Power and Efficacy of the Rosary. 





” OT many years ago, fire broke cut in the small 
town of St. M... It spread so rapidly that in an 
incredibly short time, three houses were already 
in flames. Everywhere the greatest excitement 
prevailed; the people were running, crowding and 
tumbling about in their endeavor to give aid. Despite all efforts 
to bring it under control, the fury of the fire continued unabated, 
and in a short time had leaped to the fourth house, from a corner 
of which the flames shot up six feet high. When — to the great 
astonishment of all — a man extinguished the ravaging fire on 
this building with only one bucket of water. 

Within this house sat an old woman, calmly praying her 
rosary. She did not stir from her place although the people 
around her were greatly alarmed, and amidst the uproar and 
confusion, the family tried to save as much of the furniture as 
possible. The old woman alone seemed to take no notice of the 
tumult. She realized that in this danger human aid was powerless, 
and she continued to pray quietly placing her whole confidence 
in God. And we see how he was pleased thus visibly to reward 
her childlike faith by saving the house from destruction. 

Which must we regard as the greater marvel: this woman’s 
boundless trust in God, or the power that lies in fervent prayer! 
In this instance, at least, it seems that only the rosary devotion 
checked the devastating flames. 
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O powerful, O mighty rosary devotion, to which the Lord 
of heaven has imparted a power similar to that sublime power 
which he himself exercised while on earth, when he commanded 
the tempest and the angry waves! O wonderful prayer! to which 
our Savior’s promise seems to apply in a special manner: “Amen, 
I say to you, if you shall have faith and if you shall say to this 
mountain: Take up and cast thyself into the sea, it shall be 
done” (Matt. xxi. 21). 

And as God once said to Abraham when he bade him look 
at the sky on a dark night: “Number the Stars if thou canst!” 
(Gen. xv. 5) so in like manner, dear reader, | would have you 
view the history of Christian nations, 1 would have you penetrate 
God’s secret workings in souls and say: “Count the graces if thou 
canst, the graces which the rosary devotion has already brought 
to mankind. Go, study the history of the Church from the time 
of St. Dominic, — who, holding this wonderful chaplet in his hands, 
went forth and brought numberless stray souls and whole prov- 
inces to the feet of Christ — down to the child, who today lisps 
the same beautiful rosary prayer, supplicating graces from our 
dear heavenly Mother.” Who could search into all these hidden 
mysteries?. Who could fathom the miracles of grace or recount 
the marvelous favors which, during these centuries, have formed 
the links of an unbroken chain of benefits received through the 
intercession of the Queen of the holy rosary? Great as the ocean, 
and numerous as the sands of the seashore, are the gifts that 
have been lavished on man through the recitation of this heaven- 
taught prayer. 


Wherein Lies the Secret of Such Great Power? 


But, one asks in wonder, wherein lies the secret of such great 
power, this well nigh unlimited efficacy of the rosary devotion? I 
shall tell you. 

If a commander has besieged a strongly fortified city for a 
long time without victory, if he has vainly made ever possible 
attempt to conquer it — then, he decides to make a final general 
assault. He musters his entire army to storm the city; not a soldier 
may remain behind, not a gun may be silent. At a given signal 
the city is attacked and bombarded from all sides. Fear and 
terror will seize the inhabitants, they will be forced to surrender. 
Behold, such a general assault is the prayer of the rosary! 

The rosary is composed of the most beautiful, the best and 
the most efficacious prayers. Whatever our Lord and Savior has 
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done for us, we repeatedly place before his eyes, and thereby 
arouse his compassion for us anew. All this is done with the 
greatest perseverance, with a tenacity, one might say, that is 
unyielding until it obtains its petitions. Yes, we repeat: The 
rosary prayer is a form of general assault on the Heart of God, 
and precisely in this lies the secret of its great power. Let us 
consider it closer. 

We have all heard the words of the parable, regarding the 
importunate friend who came at night to ask for bread. Our Lord 
says: “Yet if he shall continue knocking, I say to you: although 
he will not rise and give him because he is his friend, yet because 
of his importunity he will rise, and give him as many loaves as 
he needeth” (Luke xi. 8). And in what way does this apply to 
the rosary? — If any prayer possesses the characteristic of “im- 
portunity,” certainly that of the rosary does in the highest degree; 
for in no other prayer do we supplicate with such perseverance, 
such constancy. It is this persistency that constitutes the great 
efficacy of the holy rosary. 

Its value is increased by our representing to the Lord of 
heaven, all that he did for us while on earth: “O Lord, thou didst 
become our brother; thou didst dwell among us; thou didst suffer 
for us; thou didst even die on the cross!” Thus the words ascend 
heavenward from the prayerful lips. “Thou hast bestowed num- 
berless benefits upon us; bestow on us also this one for which we 
plead!” — Is not this well nigh forcing our Lord to grant our 
requests? Will he not say: “These human creatures lovingly 
remember all I have done for them, and now they hold it before 
me. How grateful they are! They have not forgotten my bene- 
fits!” Seeing our thankfulness, is not our Lord induced to grant 
us new favors and graces? 

Finally, consider another of the reasons for the almost unlim- 
ited power of this devotion. In praying the rosary, we fervently 
solicit the intercession of that glorious Queen and Mother — 
Mary — our most powerful advocate before the throne of God. 
Every good son listens to the voice of his mother, and Jesus is 
not only a good son, but the best of sons. In the history of the 
ancient Romans we read that Coriolanus once marched with his 
troops against Rome, determined to punish that city. Nothing 
could divert him from his purpose, till at last his own mother 
went out to meet him. She begged mercy for the Romans, and 
unable to resist her pleading, Coriolanus withdrew his troops. If 
even a pagan was moved by the petitions of his mother, may we 
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not hope that Jesus will mitigate the rigor of divine justice and 
receive us into favor, when his dear Mother, Mary, intercedes for 
us? In no other prayer is this powerful intercession of Mary 
invoked more effectively or more successfully than in the devotion 
of the rosary. 

However one thing must not be forgotten: It does not depend 
solely on sunshine and rain, not merely on the fertility of the 
soil, for the fields to yield a plentiful harvest. Man’s diligent 
labor in cultivating the ground is also necessary; or, in the words 
of holy Scripture: “In the sweat of thy brow shalt thou eat bread” 
(Gen. iii. 19). 

In a similar manner, the efficacy, the value of the rosary 
devotion is not attached merely to beads or to the carrying of the 
rosary in one’s pocket, though this practice is certainly praise- 
worthy; neither does it consist in the blessing of the Church, no 
matter how great or how highly indulgenced a rosary may be. It 
does not even depend solely on the beauty of the prayer, but on 
your own personal efforts, dear Christian, on your endeavors to 
perform this devotion zealously and devoutly. You see, therefore, 
that the rosary prayer is a work of the intelle@ and of the heart 
and it requires “sweat,” if we may so express it! Learn, therefore, 
above all, to pray your rosary well. Pray it continually, perse- 
veringly, fervently, day by day if possible, and soon you too will 
admit: True, indeed, are the words I have read regarding the 
power and efficacy of the rosary devotion. 


OD OD ODODO 


A Magnificent Reward. 





pe) HOMAS Cantimpré, O.P., who died in the year 1272, 
has left us a remarkable story of a youth who was fervent 
in saying his rosary. This young nobleman had unfor- 
tunately squandered his entire inheritance by drink and 
gambling, but had avoided more grievious falls of immorality. 
In order to bring him to a sense of duty, his uncle advised him 
to pray the rosary every day for a year. The young man complied 
with his request, and at the end of the year, there was a marked 
change for the better. 
Encouraged by these results, the good uncle urged his nephew 
to say two rosaries daily the following year. The nobleman 
consented, and his conduct improved greatly. After the second 
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year had passed, the youth’s uncle begged him to pray three 
rosaries a day if possible. After some pretexts of excuse, the 
the young man finally promised to do so, and at the end of the 
third year he had made such progress in virtue, that his uncle 
brought about his marriage with a pious and wealthy young lady. 

On the wedding day, when the friends and relatives were 
assembled at dinner, the young bridegroom suddenly rose from 
the table, and requested his uncle to prolong the nuptial ban- 
quet until he had recited his daily rosaries. Accordingly he 
went to his room to pray and offered the prayers in thanksgiving 
for the benefits he had received from the Mother of God for the 
past three years. 

He had finished the last Hail Mary of the third rosary and 
was about to rise from his knees when the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to him, more radiant and resplendent than the sun. 
Taking from beneath her mantle a garment that was overspread 
with golden letters, she said, “Behold the Hail Marys with which 
you have honored me; and as you have led a life of innocence 
and purity, you may come to me in three days.” 

The nobleman returned to the feast, but did not by the least 
sign betray the extraordinary grace that had been granted him. 
He was cheerful and encouraged his guests to enjoy themselves 
and be happy. After the banquet he related to his young wife, 
to his uncle, and to his friends, what the Mother of God had 
revealed to him. 

He was soon attacked by a violent fever, and in three days, 
as the Mother of God had foretold, he died a blissful death. 


The virgin widow never married again. 


ODWINDWD ODIODO 


A Conversion by Means of the Rosary. 


FAMOUS preacher of the last century, was called early 
one morning to hear the confession of a man stricken 





with paralysis. Hastening to the house, he found him 

in a state of unconsciousness. He then returned to the 
church, and offered for the dying man the votive Mass of the 
Blessed Virgin. Scarcely had he taken off the vestments, when 
a servant came to say that his master had regained his speech. 
Upon returning to the bedside of his penitent, the priest found 
him ready to confess, filled with sentiments of the deepest 
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repentance, and offering his life to God in expiation for his 
sins. The priest at once heard his confession and administered 
the last sacraments. 

Not knowing to what this happy death might be attributed, 
the confessor observed that he considered this unexpected con- 
version somewhat remarkable. 

“Father,” replied the dying man, “I can only attribute the 
great graces | have received to the prayers of my beloved mother. 
On her death-bed she called me to her, and, telling me of the 
dangers to which my youth would expose me, she said: ‘The 
only consolation | have, my son, is that | have put you under 
the protection of the Blessed Virgin. Promise me to say your 
rosary every day.’ I promised, and for ten years it has been 
the only act of religion I have performed.” 

At these words the confessor recognized the visible protection 
of the Blessed Virgin, which continued to be manifest until the 
sufferer drew his last breath. 


ODS ODWDIODIODO 


A Mother’s Rosary. 





epee) |VELY faith still dwells in many a Catholic heart, 
a? J and thanks to the Lord, even in our days we find 
cS. parents who consider it the greatest blessing to 
ws <S have a son embrace the sacred priesthood, or a 
* daughter enter a religious community. A pious 
couple, animated by such a spirit, belonged to an adjoining 
parish of Maria Einsiedeln, Switzerland. They lived contentedly 
on their country estate, and devoted themselves to the careful 
Christian training of their numerous family. 

“If God wills,” the mother would often say, “one of my sons 
shall be a priest, and one of my daughters a nun.” The father 
cherished a similar desire, for his large fields and well filled 
barns, rich in stock and grain, reminded him that God had 
blessed him abundantly and that he might well afford to offer 
a gift in return. 

In time, one of their sons became a student at the monastery 
school. During his first years at college, he gave untold joy to 
his good parents. Every vacation he returned home, healthy 
in body and in soul, all his reports marked excellent. What 
happiness, especially for his pious mother, whose health had 


begun to fail! 

















Rosary devotion of the Tyrolese Mountaineers on the Feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. 
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“Yes, Joseph is going to be a priest. He is a good, pious 
boy,” she would often say. “If only I live to see him at the 
altar, then I shall gladly close my eyes in death.” With more 
zeal than ever, she prayed her rosary which she had daily recited 
for their promising son. 

But— but! One summer at the close of school, Joseph came 
home a changed boy. It was a source of bitter grief to his dear 
mother to notice the unsympathetic behavior of the young student. 
His testimonials were poor; he was entirely different in his ways 
and manners. The good parents reprimanded him for his want 
of application and lack of piety, but their son declared boldly: 
“I don’t want to be a priest. I don’t care to study anymore. I| 
want to be a musician, a professor of music.” 

It was, indeed, a sad disappointment for the father and 
especially for the mother. But they understood too well the 
dignity of the sacred priesthood to forc2 their son to embrace 
such a holy vocation when he showed no inclination for that 
exalted state. The poor mother felt as though she had received 
her death-blow. “My son will not be a priest! Only a wayward 
Student!” were the words that rang constantly in her ears. The 
young man went to France, his sole ambition being to make 
progress in music. 

Disappointed in her holy expectations the grieved mother 
did not grow weary of praying her rosary. “Even though he 
be no priest,” she would say, “I will pray for him to become a 
good Christian.” She prayed the rosary for her strayed child, 
prayed the rosary daily, mingling with its supplications the tears 
of her sorrowing heart. 

Just as the archangel Raphael carried the tears and prayers 
of old Tobias before the throne of God, so the guardian angel 
of this afflicted mother, bore her sighs and petitions heavenward 
and brought back a favorable response. 

Some years later, Joseph, who had grown to manhood, 
returned home unexpectedly. To his grief, he found his aged 
mother bedfast. With a searching look she gazed into his coun- 
tenance and a ray of joy beamed on her pale features; for with 
that one glance she read in her son’s eyes that he was a changed 
person. 

“Where did you come from, my child?” she asked, overcome 
with emotion. 

“From Germany, mother, from Heidelberg. I had intended 
to continue my musical studies there at the conservatory, — but, 
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mother, I could remain away no longer, I felt impelled to come 
back to you. And now — I wish to be a priest, a monk.” Upon 
hearing this resolution from their son’s lips, the joy of these 
excellent parents can be better imagined than described. With 
the blessing of his pious father and his overjoyed mother, Joseph 
departed for the monastery of Mt. Olivet, in Alsace. 

Did the mother survive to see her heart’s desire realized? 
No. Only from heaven was she destined to gaze upon her priestly 
son. A few days after Rev. P. C... had received minor orders, 
she peacefully breathed forth her soul. But in her dying moments 
she was consoled by the thought that soon her child of sorrow 
would stand at the altar of God and offer the holy Sacrifice for 
her. Years later, this Father was often heard to say with visible 
emotion, “My mother’s rosary made a priest of me.” 

The other desire of these God-fearing parents was also fulfilled. 
One of their daughters consecrated herself to God as a religious: 

Would that all mothers, in praying for their children, might 
realize that the rosary devotion obtains for their sons and 
daughters the vocation to the priesthood and to the religious 


State. 
ODVINDINDODO 


An Alms in Honor of Mary. 





CELEBRATED missionary was giving the evening May 
sermons in a church of B... One night he spoke on the 
Blessed Virgin’s love for poverty, and strove to convince 
his hearers that she is a compassionate mother, especially 
of the poor. During the course of his sermon on this subject, the 
fervent preacher was inspired to say: “Provided he has the means, 
I ask the most unhappy sinner here present to give a generous 
alms to the poor, in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and in 
return I promise him God’s pardon and the peace of his soul 
through the intercession of the Mother of God.” 

After the sermon, the sexton passed the collection box for 
the benefit of the poor, as usual, and later when emptying its 
contents, he found among the coins a roll of bills which amounted 
to two hundred and fifty dollars. Who could have made this 
liberal donation? he was wondering to himself, when he recalled 
the missionary’s words. No doubt it was given by a very unhappy 
sinner. And so it proved to be. 

A distinguished looking gentleman called at the rectory the 
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following day, and asked to see the missionary who had preached 
the sermon the previous evening. The visitor was directed to 
the missionary Father’s room. As soon as the gentleman saw the 
religious, he said with tears of emotion: “Yesterday as 1 came 
near the church where you were preaching, I noticed that the 
door was open. I felt as wretched as a person could possibly feel 
after having lived estranged from God for many years and 
burdened his soul with grievous sins. In order to divert my 
gloomy thoughts, | entered the church. Just at that monent, you 
requested the most unhappy sinner among your audience to give 
a generous alms in honor of Mary, the Mother of the poor.” 

“And you did so?” asked the missionary expectantly. 

“Yes, Father, | did, and immediately the dark clouds of 
despair were dispelled from my soul. I was filled with new hope 
of once more becoming a child of God.” 

“You see, my friend,” replied the priest kindly, “what an 
excellent thing it is to trust in the loving intercession of Mary.” 

“Yes, Father, and now I beg of you to come to the church 
to hear my confession and help me to begin a new life, a life 
in which I shall daily give praise and thanks to Mary, the refuge 
and mediatrix of sinners.” 

Fervently thanking God for this conversion, the missionary 
received the contrite sinner with joy, heard his confession and 
reconciled him with God. 


OSO0SO6D 6506 


A Saint’s Love for the Blessed Virgin. 





—wya| ROM his infancy, St. Leonard of Port Maurice man- 
ifegted a most tender devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, which increased wonderfully as he 
grew older. To understand how he advanced in 
ass a this devotion, it is sufficient to read his resolutions. 
7 pm to have a tender devotion to the holy Virgin, and declare 
that in her hands I have placed the great concern of my eternal 
salvation, loving her with the most tender affection of a son 
towards his beloved mother; and | desire that all may love and 
honor her in the same manner.” He always spoke of our Lady 
as his “dear Mother.” “I am resolved,” he said, “not only to 
give our dear Mother my whole heart, but also to strive to en- 
kindle this flame of devotion in every breast, by proclaiming 
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her glories, speaking and thinking often of her and assisting at 
all the devotions that have been instituted in her honor.” 

He was accustomed to recite every day the rosary of the 
seven joys, which originated in and is practised so fervently by 
the Franciscan order; and when his various occupations prevented 
him from doing so, he would make seven acts of love, in mem- 
ory of the seven joys of the Blessed Virgin. He made every 
day twelve acts of humility in memory of the twelve prerogatives 
given her by the Holy Trinity, rejoicing with her especially in 
this that she was conceived immaculate, and chosen to be the 
Mother of God. At every act he would ask her to obtain for 
him an angelic purity of heart and deep humility, declaring at 
the same time that he loved her with all his heart, and would 
continue to love and serve her till his death, as his Mother. 
Every time the clock struck he said a Hail Mary. 

He carried about with him a little picture of our Lady, and 
often pressing to his heart this loved treasure he consecrated to 
God all his affections. He declared that the praise and honor 
of every creature were due to the Blessed Virgin. “As for me,” 
he said, “how many graces have I received from holy Mary! 
The health of mind and body which I enjoy, the sacred office 
in which I am employed, the holy habit I wear, are gifts from 
the hands of Mary; every good thought, every good desire, every 
good feeling of my heart I owe to her. Blessed forever be my 
compassionate protectress! I shall sing in eternity the praises 
of Mary; for if I am saved, it will be through her intercession.” 

In giving missions and in his private discourses, St. Leonard 
was inflamed with holy zeal in exhorting all to be devout to the 
Blessed Virgin, and offer her their hearts. Besides recommending 
this from the pulpit with wonderful energy, — entreating all to 
have recourse to her in their wants, and exhorting the rich to give 
alms to the poor on condition that they in return should say the 
rosary every evening, — in all his missions he preached a special 
sermon on devotion to the Madonna with so much undction that 
the most hardened were touched. Innumerable were the conver- 
sions after the sermon; and in speaking of them, St. Leonard used 
to say: “In preaching on the devotion to my Mother, I have 
accomplished that which the fear of eternal torments and the 
last judgment have failed to do.” So great was the fervor with 
which he delivered this sermon, that all who heard him might 
see how his heart was inflamed with love and devotion to the 
Queen of heaven. 
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The saint used to tell his audience that to be truly devout, 
they must honor Mary every year, every month, every week, every 
day, every hour — at all times; and after having instructed them 
in the various ways of paying the tribute of reverence and 
devotion to the Mother of God, he concluded by saying that the 
most acceptable devotion is to fly from sin and the occasions of 
it. Any one truly devout to Mary, finding himself in danger of 
falling into sin, ought to say: “This will displease my holy Mother, 


I must not grieve her by doing it.” Sometimes he would say 


in preaching: “Give yourselves with fervor to the devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin, and you will be saved. But who is truly devout 
to her? He who is truly the enemy of mortal sin.” To undeceive 
those who, plunged into sin of every sort, believed they would 
be saved by the recitation of the rosary, or visiting some favored 
shrine of Mary, he said in one of his sermons: “This is to pretend 
that the Mother of God is the patroness, not of sinners, but of 
sin! To be numbered amongst the truly devout children of 
Mary, we must be truly converted to God.” 


ODBINDWDIODIODO 


The Story of My Rosary. 





FTER a bloody conflict, a French town had been taken 
by the Germans. Three regiments were marching 
through the place. At first, fears had been entertained 
that there would be another struggle with the inhabit- 

ants, but all the shutters were closed, and the long rows of houses 
seemed deserted. Apparently, the city had been abandoned. 
Consequently, one company of the infantry was considered 
sufficient to garrison the town. 

All was quiet until late in the afternoon. Then, suddenly, 
as though at a given signal, lively firing from prominent buildings 
was directed towards the German patrols. The respective buildings 
were immediately surrounded and an entrance forced. While 
searching one of these houses, a bearded soldier came into a 
room, where in a corner, a helpless aged woman lay in bed. 
At sight of the wild looking warrior who rushed in with mounted 
rifle, she began to gesticulate frantically with both hands. 

“I was moved to heartfelt compassion for the poor, gasping 
old woman,” the soldier remarked later. “Tears filled my eyes as 
I thought of my own dear mother at home. I walked toward 
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the bed to give grandmother to understand that no harm would 
befall her, but she acted more frightened than ever. Gasping 
and panting for breath, she attempted to creep up the wall. To 
make matters worse, a few more of my comrades came rushing 
in, but I urged them to leave at once. I was ata loss what to 
do. Many atime | had seen friend and foe writhing in the agony 
of death beside me, but here in presence of this old grandmother, 
I scarcely dared to move, for fear of frightening her to death. 

“At that moment of suspense, a happy thought struck my 
mind. I took my rosary from my pocket, and showing it to the 
terrified woman, I devoutly kissed the crucifix that was attached 
to the beads. The effect was marvelous. The poor old lady 
Stretched out her hands and gave expression of her joy by clasping 
her emaciated arms about my neck. She took a key from beneath 
her pillow and pointed to the wall on the opposite side. I 
searched around and finally discovered a small cupboard hidden 
under the tapestry. The delicious odor of ham and fresh bread 
was a welcome surprise when | unlocked it. What a treat for a 
hungry soldier! But I was so touched by the poor old grand- 
mother’s confidence, that I brought everything to her. She 
motioned to me to eat heartily, and to take everything with me 
that was left. I was indeed hungry just then, but only part of the 
spread went into my knapsack. Duty obliged me to leave the 
suffering woman: I hastened back to new scenes of blood and 
horror such as war alone creates! This is the story of my 


rosary.” 
0BODIHDWODWO 


The Soldier and His Rosary. 





A soldier serving in Champagne writes to his loving wife at 


home: 
“On several occasions I have had an opportunity to present 


_to the lips of some dying comrade the cross of the rosary which 


you gave me before I left. Truly, a soldier going into the 
field cannot be given anything better than a rosary. I am glad 
to be able to tell you that every one of my Catholic comrades 
carries his beads.” 

Another soldier, in a letter to his parents, after describing a 
scene on the battlefield, says: “Here, one learns to pray. This 
war is a blessing for many. One learns again to love and honor 
God. I have made a solemn promise that if I ever reach home 
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again, | will attend every possible religious service, and honor the 
Blessed Virgin whenever and wherever I can. I have promised 
her that as long as I live I will say the fifteen mysteries of the 
rosary every day.” 

The following is an extract from a letter written home by a 
military officer: “It is edifying how faithfully the soldiers cling to 
their rosaries. In the excitement and confusion of battle many 
things are lost; the prayer-books are often missing, but the rosary 
— it is seldom that one loses his treasured beads!” 


CSOSOSOSO 


The Rosary Devotion Introduces a 
New Spirit into a Parish. 





J a) HEN I first took charge of my parish,” relates a 
priest, “I was grieved to notice the lack of a Chris- 
tian spirit among the parishioners, especially in 
\N 1 the village. Sunday services were poorly attended, 
\ only a few received the sacraments, and at holy 
sry on weekdays, the church was empty. In fact, the saloons, 
ballrooms and places of worldly amusements were more frequented 
than the church. 

“It shall not continue this way, I said to myself. God shall 
reign in my parish, he shall be adored and glorified in my church. 
As things are now, the souls of my people will be lost. But how 
to change this deplorable condition? I resolved to call upon the 
Blessed Virgin to aid me, and relied confidently on her powerful 
intercession with her divine Son. 

“I began to visit my parishioners, and in this way became 
acquainted with a few old women, poor, abandoned creatures, 
afflicted with gout and half blind. Through a friendly chat, I 
soon gained their good will. Before leaving, I gave each of them 
a rosary with the request that they should pray it every day for 
my intention. 

“*Then you will not be lonesome,’ | said, ‘and besides, you 
will derive grace and consolation from this devotion.’ 

“Yes, Father, we'll pray for your intention,’ they promised. 

“The poor women kept their word, and soon took such 
delight in this devotion that they prayed the rosary more than 
once a day. 

“Next I went to the school which had a fair attendance. 
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The independent character of the teacher did not impress me 
very favorably, but I gained her favor by praising the deportment 
of her pupils, and expressing my satisfaction at the manner they 
had answered some questions I put to them. When I left, I 
asked if she would permit the children to add an extra Hail 
Mary to their prayers before and after school, according to my 
intention. She consented, and I was convinced that they faithfully 
complied with my request. 

“I myself went to the church every evening at twilight, to 
pray for half an hour for the conversion of my parish, always 
concluding my visit with the rosary. 

“One evening, as I took my rosary from my pocket, two 
women of the parish entered the church, and knelt down before 
the altar of the Blessed Virgin. I proposed to them that we 
pray the rosary together, to which they readily agreed. After 
we had finished, one of the women came up to me and said 
timidly, ‘If you permit, Reverend Father, we will come every 
evening to pray the rosary with you.’ 

“ ‘Most willingly, my good woman, ‘I replied, ‘you could 
not have suggested anything that would please me better.’ 

“The next evening, they brought two neighbors with them. 
Briefly said, from that time, the number of persons who came 
every evening to pray the rosary, continually increased. After 
a while, these women also persuaded their husbands, brothers and 
sons to accompany them to church. When the teacher heard 
what was being done, she seemed really offended that I had 
not told her about it, as she would have liked to assist at the 
rosary devotions with her pupils. I kindly invited her to attend. 
She remarked that if the church bells were rung every evening 
to announce the time for the rosary devotions, the whole parish 
could take part. Nothing pleased me better, as I was well aware, 
that through the rosary devotion, the Mother of mercy would 
draw the grace of God down upon my parish. 

“Pundtually, every evening, the teacher and her pupils put 
in their appearance. If I happened to be absent, the school 
teacher led the prayers in my stead. From time to time I ex- 
plained the mysteries of the rosary to my parishioners, in order 
that they might pray with the proper disposition. Thus did the 
rosary devotion revive a Christian spirit among my people. 

“The change for the better was effected gradually without 
many admonitions on my part. Holy Mass and the afternoon 
devotions on Sundays are now well attended. The number of 
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Holy Communions is increasing every year. Even daily Com- 
munion is being regarded in a different light and some members 
of the congregation now approach the holy table every morn- 
ing. The saloons are less frequented and more orderly conducted; 
improper entertainments are entirely suppressed. The people 
have changed from neglecttul, indifferent worldlings to virtuous, 
God-fearing Catholics. 

“All honor to the Blessed Virgin. Wherever she is sincerely 
venerated, the commandments of her divine Son and of the 
Church are followed. Yes, the rosary devotion will draw down 
the blessing of God and untold graces upon every parish.” 
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TWO MEN WANTED. 


An industrious, good Catholic man to do chores in the 
cow barn. No milking required. 
A good farm hand, reliable character, for farm work. 


Address: Sr. M. Hildegard, 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








Established 1855 


The Will & Baumer Company 


The Candle Manufacturers 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK. 
Only makers of the Purissima and Altar Brand 
Beeswax Candles. 
Inventors and only Makers of the Genuine Vigil Lights. 
Quality is always the chief consideration with us. 
Branches: 
New York Chicago Boston 





Rosaries in Imitation Cut Stone 
On Rolled Gold Chain. 


Every member of a Catholic family should possess a rosary 
as no other religious article is so conducive to true devotion. 


All rosaries listed under 1o1, 102, 103, 104 may be supplied in 
the following colors : 


Jet (black), Garnet (dark red), Amethyst (lavender), 
Opal (bluish-white), Emerald (green), Sappherine (light-blue), 
Topaz (yellow), Ruby (pink), Crystal (transparent). 
Small Beads. 

No. tor with crucifix finished in Roman gold eee 
No. 102 with crucifix in bright gold finign ............-...<- 1.75 
Large Beads. 


No. 103 with crucifix finished in Roman gold ___________. $1.50 

No. 104 with crucifix in bright gold finish ____.__ ________ 2.00 

Extra fine oblong jet beads with tastefully carved crucifix in 
Roman gold finish especially suited for elderly ladies 2.75 


Common Rosaries for Daily Use. 
Cocoa beads, steel chain. 


Small beads, something for men and boys ____________ 25 cents 
Medium size beads eres aisoi= 35 Came 
Large oval beads - _... 40 cents 
Larger oval beads on fine linked chain ______- Lc. 5O Cemte 
Extra large round beads on heavy chain for grandpa and 
grandma Si enee ace ae ee ee 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Each rosary, if paid in advance, will be enriched 
with the Dominican, Crosier, and Papal Indulgences. 


Nickel Bound Mission Crosses. 
4 in. in length 35 cents g in. in length $1.25 
6 in. in length 50 cents 107% in. in length 1.75 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Each Cross, if paid in advance, will be enriched 
- with the indulgences of the stations and the indulgence of the dying. 


Scapular Lockets. 


Rolled gold Scapular Lockets on rolled gold chain $2.00; $2.25 
Rolled gold Scapular Lockets without chain -____-__ 1.25; 1.75 


Each locket contains a Scapular Medal and place for picture. 


Gilt Scapular Medals .............-.- » -. 25 cents 
Aluminum Scapular Medals _____. 10 cents each or 3 for 25 cents 
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Special Devotions Explained. 


Each pamphlet is a brief but comprehensive treatment of its 
subject. ‘The booklets are written in an attractive style, and you 
will read the clear explanations with increasing interest and edification. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace. 
Communion Devotions in Union with Mary. 
Conformity to the Will of God. 

Magnificence of the Love of God. 

Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. 
Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations. 

All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 

Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted. 


Per copy 5 cents; 100 copies $4.00. 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly. 
True Veneration of the Sacred Heart. 
The Fountain of Grace. 

Devotion to Mary. 

Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. 
Assist the Souls in Purgatory. 

2 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $2.00. 
Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity. 
Devotion to the Precious Blood. 
Message of the Sacred Heart. 

Holy Water in the Christian Home. 
3 copies 5 cents; 100 copies $1.50. 

Only a few moments given to spiritual reading daily will result 
in great spiritual profit. It will re-enkindle zeal and fervor, and tend 
to lead young and old to the practice of a devout and virtuous 
Catholic life. 
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ALTAR BREADS. 


The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration are in position 
to fill orders for Altar Breads of whatever size promptly. The 
flour used is procured from a trustworthy Catholic and is guar- 
anteed to be absolutely pure. 


Large Hosts, 10 cts. per dozen. Small Hosts, 15 cts. per hundred. 
Address, Sr. M. Ursula, Benedictine Convent, Clyde, Mo. 
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TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 
Under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the 


PUBLISHED Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
In English and in German, eight times a year, viz., May, 
ISSUED June, August, October, November, January, February 
and March. 
SUBSCRIPTION Per year 50 cents 
PRICE For Canada, Ireland and England 60 cents 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 








